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Town of Swanzey, New Hampshire 
Board of Selectmen 

Meeting – April 3, 2020 
Town Hall, 620 Old Homestead Highway and remotely using Zoom. 

Swanzey, NH 
 
ZOOM MEETING during Health Emergency 
Town Administrator Michael Branley hosted a ZOOM online conference call at 2:00 pm at Town Hall due 
to the public health emergency.  Emergency Meeting pursuant to Executive Order 2020-04, Section 8 
and Emergency Order #12, Section 3. 
 
Present were Selectmen W. William Hutwelker, and Kenneth P. Colby, Jr. Also present was Town 
Administrator Michael Branley and Recording Secretary Beverly Bernard. Sylvester Karasinski was not 
present. 
 
PUBLIC ACCESS 
Notice was given to the public to participate remotely over Zoom by going to www.zoom.us or using the 
Zoom App on a cell phone, or a landline calling 1 929 205 6099 and entering Meeting ID 235 370 4380 #. 
The notice also provides a phone number: 352-7411 ext. 107 to call should a member of the public be 
unable to access the meeting. 
 
OTHERS PRESENT 
Enforcement Officer Mike Jasmin, Captain Eric Mattson with the Fire Department, Administrative 
Assistant Jenna Fraunfelder, State Representative Jennie Gomarlo, Health Officer Pam Fortner, 
Conservation Commission Chair Wally Smith, Mt. Caesar Head Librarian Cadigan Gregory and several 
others who did not speak. 
 
COVID -19 UPDATE 
Branley gave a COVID-19 updates statewide- 479 confirmed cases with 5 deaths and 73 hospitalizations. 
Projecting peak on medical resources on April 17, 2020. Branley said Director of Planning & Economic 
Development Matthew Bachler held a test meeting last night in preparation of a Planning Board meeting 
using Zoom. Branley said the Fire Department has initiated on-line burn permits. Mattson said online 
permitting has been set up through the State.  The website to visit is: NHfirepermit.com.  Mattson also 
said the department also has more cleaning supplies to clean equipment. He said The Vacuum Store 
donated the supplies to the Fire Department. Mattson said there will be a thank you going to the store. 
When asked how long it takes to obtain the fire permit, Mattson said the turnaround time is instant.  
Mattson said the officers of the department have been advised and told not to issue any more permits 
but rather direct the public to the online service.  
 
Gregory said she has been trying to post information of general interest on the Mt. Caesar website but 
has been locked out of the site and unable to do so. 
 
Gregory asked if the Town projects income or working with funds in hand. Branley said the budget is 
mainly based on projected revenue.  Branley said the Town is taking it one day at a time and some items 
are being considered by the Board to delay or skip. He said early action is best and has a greater annual 
impact when done sooner in the year.   
 
Hutwelker said the Board will be looking at the budget over the next few meetings. He said the Board 
has acted aggressively prior to now to prune any excess from the budget.   

http://www.zoom.us/
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Hutwelker asked if libraries could be accessed by the public by appointment only. Gregory said there is 
WiFi in the parking lot, which is on 24/7. So if you have a tablet or laptop or phone with hotspot 
capability, you could access the internet in a car outside the library. She said she is worried about people 
without computers. She said a pandemic policy was passed in March to close the library to the public.  
 
Jasmin said staff is trying to assess all structures owned by the Town with help to people in mind. 
Fraunfelder asked if moveable construction office trailers with a computer inside and put close to Town 
Hall might be considered. Jasmin said they are expensive and would require more IT services, and those 
folks are flooded with requests right now.  He said that it is an option.  Branley said they need utilities 
established. Bernard offered the idea of using a tent for privacy sake and if a fully charged Chrome book 
were to be offered to users during the day and placed outside the library, then no utilities would be 
needed. Jasmin pointed out that while the weather is cold, a tent would not work well. Gregory said 
Chrome books could be used in a rain shelter and then put in quarantined.  She said the library has one. 
Branley said a tablet is also a possibility but there are costs associated with buying more equipment.  
Jasmin said some folks are overwhelmed and anything Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) 
could do to be helpful like providing computers and cleaning them would be gratefully received. 
Gomarlo said she appreciates all for the continuing generation of ideas for solving this problem. 
 
Smith said FEMA cannot do anything to help a state unless a declaration is done at the federal level 
using the Stafford Act.  He said possibly consider a food pantry.  He asked if the Carpenter Home funds 
could be used to provide food and or have donation at Recycling Center of food? He noted poor people 
need help.  Jasmin said it is something that staff has been considering. But with social distancing and the 
question about staffing with volunteers might not be viable. Colby said there is Gert’s Pantry that exists 
in Swanzey.  Colby said near Gomarlo market there is a place for donations. 
 
Meeting over at 2:30 pm 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 

 
Beverly Bernard, Recording Secretary    
Approved on April 8, 2020 
 


